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Two BLEcions-ULS. & IsrRAEL
RABBI DaviD FORMAN

Two Elections — the U.S. and Israel: and their
Impact on Middle East Peace-making. In the
past six months, there are new administra-
tions m the United States and Israel: one
(America) liberal and progressive and the
other (Israel) conservative and protective.
How engaged should the United States be 1n
the Middle East Peace process? Will there be
a clash of iterests between these two historic allies?

A native of Boston, Massachusetts, Rabbi Forman moved to Israel thirty-five years ago. As the former
director of the Israel office in Jerusalem of the Union for Reform Judaism, he has been instrumental in
building programs that bridge the Israel-Diaspora divide. Rabbi Forman has been active in human rights
and peace movements in Israel. He was the founding chairperson of the Jerusalem Council for Soviet
Jewry (1973), was chairperson of Interns for Peace ?1984 986) and founding chairperson of Israeli Rab-
bis for Human fhts (1988-1992), on whose behalf he acceIpted the prestigious Knesset Peace Prize
(1993). He served as a deputy commander in the Israeli artil ery corps, recetving a medal for distinguished
service. Writing regularly for both the Israeli Hebrew and English press on social, political and religious
issues (he is a columnist for the Jerusalem Post), he has lectured iternationally on Human Rights and
Social Justice g Sweden, Norway, Senegal, England Jordan, Canada, Ukraine, Russia, Bylerussia, Greece,
Japan, United States), 1nclud1ng as the eynote speaker at the Nobel Institute in Oslo. A fre uent scholar-
in-residence, he has authored four books: Over My Dead Bodg—Some Grave %uestzons od (2005),
Fifty Ways to be Jewish (2002), Jewish Schzzophrema in the Land of Israel (2000) and Israel—On Broad-
way, Diaspora Jewry, Off- Broadway Jews in the New Millennium (1998).
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