The “Parting of the Ways”
between Christianity and Judaism

Will both Jews and Christians be
saved by God? Some second-century
opinions...

Justin Martyr: “Israel” will indeed be
saved, but the “true Israel” is the
church; God has abandoned the
Jews.

Apocalypse of Peter : those martyred in
the Bar Kokhba War, both Jewish
and Christian, will be saved by God,
together with their people.

Testaments of the 12 Patriarchs : the
coming of the End-Times has meant
the inclusion of Gentiles in the
salvation fated to Israel. Only the
righteous, however, will be saved at
the Last Judgment. Righteous
Gentiles will be held up to convict the
wickedness of those Jews who have
taken their chosenness for granted
and strayed from the Torah.

Mishnah: “all Israel” will be saved,
except for those who do not believe
in Resurrection (m. Sanhedrin 10.1).

Will both Jews and Christians be
saved by God? Some fourth-century
opinions...

Tosefta: Not only will Israel be saved,
but also those Gentiles who observe
the commandments given to Noah
“about adjudication, and about
idolatry, and about blasphemy, and
about sexual immorality, and about
bloodshed, and about robbery, and
about a limb torn from a living
animal” (t. Avodah Zara 8.4).
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Timeline of Key Events and Writings

66—70 ce — Jewish Revolt against Rome , ending
with the destruction of Jerusalem and its
Temple.

ca. 70-100 ce — Era of the composition of the
Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and the Book
of Acts, as well as other books now in the New
Testament.

132-135 ce — The Bar Kokhba War , the second
Jewish revolt against Rome, also ends in
failure; Rome responds by transforming
Jerusalem into a “pagan” city called Aelia
Capitolina.

ca. 150 ce — Justin Martyr writes his Dialogue with
Trypho, a defense of Christianity against
Judaism, framed as a dialogue between
himself and a Jewish refugee from the Bar
Kokhba War. This book is often considered to
be the first work of Christian anti-Jewish
polemic. Around the same time, however, an
anonymous Christian compiler edits the
Testament of the 12 Patriarchs , and an
anonymous Christian author writes the
Apocalypse of Peter — both expressing very
different views of Judaism and its relationship
to Christianity.

ca. 200 ce — Approximate date for the compilation
of the Mishnah , the foundational document of
Rabbinic Judaism.

ca. 260-340 ce - Life of Eusebius, who would
become the bishop of Caesaria and the court
historian of the Roman emperor Constantine.

ca. 300 ce — Approximate date for the compilation
of the Tosefta, another collection of early
Rabbinic (i.e. tannaitic) traditions.

313 ce — The emperor Constantine’s Edict of Milan
marks the decriminalization of Christianity in
the Roman Empire.

ca. 320-350 ce - Pseudo-Clementine Homilies
composed in Syria, telling the story of how one
of the first bishops of Rome (Clement) came to
Christianity through the teachings of the
apostle Peter.

325 ce — Council of Nicaea , a council of bishops

aimed at imposing doctrinal standardization
among churches in the Roman Empire.




Eusebius: Only those who believe in Christ can be saved, and Christians are the true
heirs to the faith and promises of Abraham. That the Jews are not chosen is
demonstrated by the destruction of the Second Temple and the failure of the Bar
Kokhba Revolt, which are punishment for their role in the death of Jesus. That
Christians are chosen is demonstrated by the embrace of Christianity by the Roman
emperor Constantine.

Pseudo-Clementine Homilies : Jews are saved by following the teachings of Moses, and
Gentiles are saved by following the teachings of Jesus. To follow the teachings of
Jesus, Gentiles need to stop worshipping idols and stop eating meat that has been
offered to idols or has otherwise been improperly slaughtered.

Selected Sources

Isaiah 2:2ff: It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the
hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and say: "Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the
Law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

Testament of Benjamin 10:3-11 (from the Testaments of the 12 Patriarchs ; words of
Benjamin to his children): Do, therefore, truth and righteousness each one to his
neighbor, and justice unto confirmation, and keep the law of the Lord and his
commandments.... For all these things [the patriarchs] gave us for an inheritance, saying:
“Keep the commandments of God, until the Lord shall reveal His salvation to all Gentiles.
And then you shall see Enoch, Noah, and Shem, and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
rising on the right hand in gladness. Then shall we also rise, each one over our tribe,
worshipping the King of heaven... Then also all people shall rise, some unto glory and
some unto shame. And the Lord shall judge Israel first ... And then shall He judge all the
Gentiles... And He shall convict Israel through the chosen ones of the Gentiles... If you
therefore, my children, walk in holiness according to the commandments of the Lord, you
shall again dwell securely with me, and all Israel shall be gathered unto the Lord.

Pseudo-Clementine Homilies 8.6—7 (statements attributed to the apostle Peter)
“...Jesus is concealed from the Hebrews who have taken Moses as their teacher and
Moses is hidden from those who have believed Jesus. Since there is a single teaching by
both, God accepts one who has believed either of these... And our lord himself (i.e.
Jesus) says that this is so: ‘I thank you, Father of heaven and earth, because you have
concealed these things from the wise and prudent, and you have revealed them to
sucking babes’ (Matt 11:25/Luke 10:21). Thus God Himself has concealed a teacher from
some (i.e., Jews), who foreknew what they should do, and He has revealed [him] to
others (i.e., Gentiles), who are ignorant about what they should do. Neither, therefore, are
the Hebrews condemned on account of their ignorance of Jesus, by reason of Him who
has concealed him, if, doing the things commanded by Moses, they do not hate him
whom they do not know. Neither are those from among the Gentiles condemned, who
know not Moses on account of Him who has concealed him, provided that these also,
doing the things spoken by Jesus, do not hate him whom they do not know.”




Charts by Martin Goodman; from The Ways that Never Parted, ed. Adam Becker and Annette Reed.






